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Historic Resources Surveys
•A systematic method to identify and document 
historic-age resources

•Fieldwork and research



Significance & Integrity
Significance
• Significance in American history, architecture, 

archeology, engineering, or culture

• Important to history at the local, state, or national 
level

Integrity
• Does it look much the way it used to? 

• Does it illustrate its significance? 



Significance & Integrity

significance + integrity significance, but lacks integrity



Historic Resources Surveys
• A historic resources survey is simply an inventory
• A tool to document the appearance and significance of 

properties over time

• Does not in itself impose regulations



Historic Resources Surveys
•Information from surveys can be used in many ways:
• Design standards

• Demolition review

• Disaster documentation

• Heritage tourism

• Local, state, or national designations



Local, State, and National Designation

• Individual

• District

• Contributing

• Non-contributing



Fredericksburg 
Project Background



Previous Projects

1970 NRHP District established

1983 Survey

1987 Local district established

2003 Survey

2005 Local district expanded



Project Goals



Project Goals
1. Survey new areas of the city adjacent to the 

local historic district

2. Assign high, medium, and low priorities 

3. Identify new local landmarks

4. Make recommendation regarding expansion of 
local historic district 



Goal 1. Survey new areas of the city adjacent to the local historic district

existing 
district

survey 
area



Survey includes resources built in 1968 or earlier

existing 
district

survey 
area



existing 
district

survey 
area

local 
landmark

Survey excludes existing local landmarks



Goal 2. Assign high, medium, and low 
priorities 



High Priority

•Contribute significantly to local 
history/broader historical patterns

•May be good examples of architecture, 
engineering, or crafted design

•Retain a high degree of integrity



Medium

•Add to an area’s character and contribute 
moderately to our understanding of local 
history/broader historical patterns

•Typical examples of a style or form

•May be somewhat modified



Low

• Not associated with a trend in history, 
significant architectural style, building 
form, or construction method

• And/or significantly altered



Goal 3. Identify new local landmarks

• 61 local landmarks in survey area

• Determine if there are other properties 
that could be listed

Existing local landmarks 
at 301 N. Travis and 

104 E. Centre



Goal 4. Make 
recommendation 
regarding expansion 
to local historic 
district



• Heritage tourism efforts

• Future city planning decisions

• Expansion of a local historic district

• Designation of local landmarks

• Future state and federal listing potential

• Identification of resources with the 
greatest historical significance that may 
require focused preservation efforts or 
funding

• Refinement of design guidelines

Value to City



Fredericksburg 
Project Approach



Project Approach

Prep Survey Process Report



• Review maps

• Develop 
historic context

Prep Survey Process Report



Historic aerials



Developed historic context



Prep Survey Process Report



Field Map

Data entry form

Field Survey



• Incorporate 
research

• Complete 
inventory forms

• Prepare maps

Prep Survey Process Report



Incorporate Research

• Review written materials 
and historical photographs 

• Incorporate research by 
local volunteers



Complete Inventory Forms

• QA/QC 

• Assess significance

• Assign high, medium, or low 
priority

• Identify potential local 
landmarks

Sample page from a 2018 inventory form



Prep Survey Process Report



Parcels in the Survey Area

# %

Historic-age parcel* 377 63

Non-historic-age parcel 112 19

Vacant parcel 49 8

Existing local landmarks 61 10

TOTAL 599 100

*Defined as parcels with one or more historic-age resources (built 
in 1968 or  earlier) visible from the right-of-way



Surveyed Resources by Historic Function

#

Domestic: Single dwelling 363

Domestic: Secondary structure 15

Other 19

TOTAL 397



Year Built of Surveyed Resources
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Architecture Style of Surveyed Resources
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Built c. 1900

Vernacular Style: Pre-Railroad Era



Built 1910

Folk Victorian Style: Post-Railroad Era



Built 1930

Craftsman Style: Early Modern Era



Built 1951

Minimal Traditional Style: Early/Mid-Century 
Modern Era



Built 1960

Ranch Style: Mid-Century Modern Era



Preservation Priorities (#)

40%
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7%
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Folk Victorian residence constructed in 1910 

that retains excellent integrity

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church constructed in 

the Gothic Revival style in 1917

Examples of High Priority Properties



Tudor Revival style residence 

constructed in 1940

Ranch residence constructed c. 1950

Examples of Medium Priority Properties



c. 1940 bungalow with major alterations 

and change in use

1961 residence with major alterations

Examples of Low Priority Properties



Local Landmark Recommendations

• High priority = local landmark

• 61 existing local landmarks in survey area + 28 new 
properties recommended as local landmarks

• Year built range: 1868-1933

• Most recommended eligible for their architectural 
significance 



Craftsman style multi-family residence 

constructed c. 1920 

1933 Minimal Traditional single-family 

residence featuring a unique rock cladding 

Queen Anne single-family residence 

constructed in 1911 

Examples of Local Landmark Recommendations

1868 steam mill, now in residential use 



Former Fredericksburg High School constructed in the Beaux Arts style in 

1922 by noted architect H. F. Kuehne 

Local Landmark & NRHP



Recommendation - Local Historic District Expansion



Questions?

Emily Reed

EmilyR@coxmclain.com

512.338.2223


